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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  AMESBURY 


East  Wilts  United  Districts  (M.O.H.)  Office, 
1 The  Green, 

Marlborough. 

Telephone:  Marlborough  2487  and  2474. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  annual  report  for  the  year  1969,  which 
is  compiled  on  similar  lines  as  last  year  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health.  I am  grateful  to  Mr.  Fisher,  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  for  his  report  which  is  included.  I am  also  indebted  to  Dr.  Lycett, 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  for  supplying  me  with  details  of  vaccination 
procedures  carried  out. 

The  district  though  primarily  concerned  with  agriculture  is  also  of  great 
importance,  in  that,  it  accommodates  a number  of  military  establishments 
in  which  a significant  proportion  of  the  population  find  their  employment. 
The  very  pleasant  town  of  Amesbury,  situated  on  the  River  Avon,  in  spite 
of  the  near  proximity  of  Salisbury,  is  an  increasingly  important  shopping 
centre  for  the  surrounding  area.  The  district  is  important  from  the  com- 
munication point  of  view,  as  in  addition  to  other  link  roads,  it  is  traversed 
by  the  A303  London  to  Exeter  trunk  road.  It  has  a considerable  attraction 
for  visitors,  including  the  prehistoric  Stonehenge,  while  part  of  the  Avon 
valley  which  lies  between  Amesbury  and  Salisbury  is  amongst  the  most 
beautiful  stretches  of  river  scenery  to  be  found  anywhere. 

I am  very  glad  indeed  that  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  purpose  built 
Health  Centre,  the  first  in  this  County,  was  nearly  completed.  This  Centre 
will  provide  in  addition  to  accommodation  for  both  the  two  doctor  group 
practices,  for  the  full  range  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  Clinic  services, 
and  is  of  course  an  important  step  in  practical  co-operation. 

During  the  year  the  general  health  of  the  district  has  given  no  cause  for 
anxiety,  and  this  is  reflected  in  the  vital  statistics  based  on  figures  supplied 
by  the  Registrar-General.  For  the  second  year  in  succession  the  population 
has  shown  an  increase  of  just  over  1,000.  This  is  mainly  due  to  new  develop- 
ment, since  the  natural  increase,  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths,  is  438,  a 
little  less  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  deaths  are  a little  higher,  but  still  gives  an  adjusted  rate 
which  is  lower  than  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  greater  part  of  this  in- 
crease was  due  to  coronary  heart  disease,  in  males,  which  has  almost  doubled 
at  37.  There  has  been  an  increase  too  in  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer, 
46  as  against  30,  more  than  accounted  for  by  cancer  of  the  stomach  and 
intestine,  which  together  account  for  18,  as  against  only  one  due  to  cancer 
of  the  stomach  in  1968.  Deaths  from  lung  cancer  are  down  by  three.  I should 
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like  to  think  that  this  is  due  to  a decrease  in  the  smoking  habit,  but  I have 
no  illusions  that  this  is  the  case.  I believe  in  presenting  facts  in  attempting 
to  educate  people  on  health  matters,  even  if  this  means  repetition.  Cancer 
of  the  lung  is  now  responsible  for  well  over  a quarter  of  all  deaths  annually, 
from  all  forms  of  cancer,  and  these  deaths  occur  mainly  in  men,  though 
deaths  of  women  are  increasing  and  are  expected  to  continue  to  do  so.  The 
cigarette  smoking  habit  is  primarily  responsible,  not  only  for  the  incidence 
of  lung  cancer  in  about  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  but  even  more  important 
for  a large  proportion  of  coronary  heart  disease,  particularly  in  the  young 
smoker,  and  also  is  an  extremely  important  factor  in  chronic  bronchitis,  a 
major  scourge  in  middle  age. 

1969  was  a good  year  for  infectious  disease,  only  17  cases  were  notified  as 
due  to  sonne  dysentery,  as  against  96  in  1968.  In  the  prevention  of  dysentery 
we  have  been  very  fortunate  to  have  had  very  close  co-operation  with  the 
Army  Medical  Services,  particularly  at  the  Bulford  area.  Steps  are  taken  at 
once,  as  soon  as  the  first  case  is  diagnosed,  to  contain  an  outbreak  by  conven- 
tional methods  both  by  exclusion  of  younger  children  from  school,  and  by  the 
implementation  of  routine  hygienic  measures  including  the  standard  hand 
washing  regime,  as  specified  by  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer.  A 
great  deal  of  attention  too  has  been  paid  to  personal  hygiene  in  day  nurseries 
in  the  area,  none  of  which  unfortunately  are  accommodated  in  buildings 
designed  for  the  purpose;  although  I should  like  to  pay  a tribute  to  the  Army 
for  readily  making  such  adaptations  as  are  possible  to  improve  the  situation. 
In  my  view  it  is  unfortunate  that  greater  provision  has  not  been  made  by 
way  of  purpose  built  buildings,  since  both  the  need  for  nurseries  and  the 
demand  is  great.  Staff  at  the  nurseries  too  have  been  most  helpful,  and  it  is 
now  standard  practice  for  children’s  hands  to  be  washed  immediately  on 
arrival  from  home  as  well  as  on  other  appropriate  occasions.  This  has 
allowed  us  to  isolate  a case  diagnosed  in  a child  attending  a nursery  without 
any  spread  or  the  necessity  to  close  the  nursery.  Notifications  of  measles  were 
down  from  138  to  48.  Vaccination  against  measles  had  unfortunately  to  be 
suspended  for  a time  due  to  the  decision  to  withdraw  the  vaccine  made  by 
one  of  the  two  pharmaceutical  firms  concerned.  There  is  little  doubt  that 
we  have  the  means  now  in  our  hands  to  eliminate  a disease  which  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  it  is  usually  mild,  sometimes  gives  rise  to  unpleasant  com- 
plications, and  in  recent  years  has  been  the  leading  infectious  disease  as  a 
cause  of  death.  Three  cases  of  infective  jaundice  were  notified.  It  is  now 
standard  practice  to  provide  passive  immunity  in  respect  of  family  contacts, 
which  some  of  us  have  been  advocating  for  some  years  past.  It  has  been  my 
practice  to  undertake  the  vaccination  of  Council  staff  against  influenza  with 
the  object  of  protecting  the  continuity  of  essential  services,  particularly  those 
operated  by  outdoor  staff  such  as  refuse  collection,  as  they  are  liable  to  need 
a longer  period  of  convalescence.  At  the  time  of  writing,  some  assessment 
has  been  made  of  the  results  of  this  procedure  which  shows  that  protection  is 
very  good  indeed,  particularly  where  two  doses  have  been  given. 

Immunisation  returns  unfortunately  are  even  slightly  lower  than  last 
year’s  figures  in  respect  of  children  who  were  vaccinated  in  the  first  year  of 
life  against  tetanus,  whooping  cough,  diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis.  I am  at  a 
loss  to  understand  the  reason  for  this,  since  only  two  years  ago  the  figure  was 
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consistently  around  90  per  cent,  as  against  slightly  under  70  per  cent  at 
present.  Every  effort  is  made  by  the  County  Health  Department  to  ensure 
that  parents  are  notified  when  the  various  procedures  are  due,  and  appoint- 
ments are  made  either  at  County  Council  Clinics  or  at  the  family  doctor’s 
surgeries,  whichever  is  preferred.  I feel  it  is  important  to  underline  the 
need  for  parents  to  avail  themselves  of  this  protection  for  their  children  if 
we  are  to  continue  to  maintain  the  freedom  from  diphtheria  and  poliomyeli- 
tis, which  we  have  enjoyed  for  some  considerable  number  of  years. 

For  the  third  successive  year  a case  of  anthrax  was  notified  in  an  animal. 
No  known  human  case  of  brucellosis  was  ascertained,  but  a diagnosis  of 
brucellosis  based  on  a strong  positive  ring  test  was  made  in  a cow  from  a 
herd  providing  milk  for  a retail  untreated  milk  round.  Unfortunately  the 
farmer  felt  obliged  to  sell  this  animal  at  a cattle  market  in  Salisbury,  and 
although  we  believe  that  it  was  likely  to  have  been  bought  for  slaughter,  we 
are  uncertain  that  this  was  the  case.  This  underlines  the  need  for  adequate 
powers  to  control  the  disposal  of  such  animals  to  prevent  disemmination  of 
infection,  both  to  man  and  beast.  It  also  underlines  the  risk  involved  in 
drinking  raw  milk,  which  is  quite  unnecessary  since  heat  treated  safe  milk 
can  be  obtained  readily  in  any  part  of  the  district.  I should  like  to  see  this 
disease  added  to  the  list  of  those  made  notifiable.  With  regard  to  salmonella 
infections  in  animals  we  are  now  getting  reports  direct  from  the  Divisional 
Veterinary  Officer  which  are  most  helpful.  All  such  instances  are  investigated 
with  a view  to  identifying  any  disemmination  to  those  in  attendance  on  the 
animals. 

Housing  conditions  have  shown  little  change,  and  there  is  no  sign  of  any 
decline  in  the  numbers  on  the  waiting  list.  There  is  a very  great  need  for 
smaller  accommodation  for  the  elderly.  I am  very  glad  that  the  provision 
of  a grouped  flatlet  scheme  with  a warden  with  the  conventional  communal 
facilities  is  now  contemplated  in  the  1971  building  programme,  for  which 
I have  been  campaigning  for  some  time.  Unfortunately  one  of  the  best  sites 
for  this  type  of  accommodation  has  now  been  obtained  by  a private  de- 
veloper, and  the  proposed  site  at  Holders  Road,  although  fairly  near  to  the 
centre  of  Amesbury,  is  not  ideal  due  to  the  rather  steep  approach.  There 
were  no  evictions  from  Council  property  which  is  the  ultimate  sanction 
where  there  are  rent  arrears.  Nevertheless,  I again  plead  for  some  alternative 
effective  measure  to  be  made  available  to  housing  authorities  on  the  basis 
of  an  Order  to  make  an  “attachment  on  earnings”  as  outlined  in  my  annual 
report  last  year.  Failure  to  take  prompt  action  to  deal  with  rent  arrears  leads 
inevitably  to  it  becoming  an  epidemic,  while  the  eviction  of  a family  from 
Council  property  is  an  important  milestone  on  the  road  to  its  disintegration. 
Housing  authorities  should  not  be  placed  on  the  horns  of  this  dilemma, 
since  clearly  whatever  they  do  is  liable  to  come  in  for  criticism.  The  points 
scheme  under  the  administrative  control  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
for  the  selection  of  tenants,  has  continued  to  work  satisfactorily,  although 
again  I am  bound  to  say  that  I dislike  the  long  residential  qualification  period 
currently  in  operation,  even  in  a district  which  has  a serious  residential 
caravan  problem.  I was  very  glad  indeed  when  the  Council,  on  my  recom- 
mendation, took  the  initiative  to  attempt  to  reach  agreement  with  a number 
of  neighbouring  housing  authorities  to  end  the  situation  whereby  a housing 
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applicant  on  the  waiting  list  of  one  of  the  authorities  is  liable  to  become 
“stateless”  on  making  a move,  often  a short  one  and  often  through  no  fault 
of  his  own,  to  the  area  of  another  authority.  I felt  that  even  if  a common 
area  could  not  be  specified  from  which  an  application  could  be  made  to 
any  of  the  housing  authorities,  at  least  agreement  should  be  reached  to 
accept  the  date  of  the  original  application,  no  matter  to  which  authority  it 
had  been  made.  Although  only  a partial  success  was  achieved  we  now  have  a 
satisfactory  reciprocal  arrangement  with  both  Salisbury  and  Wilton  R.D.C. 
and  Devizes  R.D.C. , while  Pewsey  R.D.C.  have  no  declared  residential 
qualifications. 

Food  hygiene  has  continued  to  be  satisfactory  due  to  the  continued  super- 
vision by  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  staff.  Difficulties  were  experienced  with  regard 
to  mobile  ice  cream  vans  on  which  soft  ice  cream  is  made  from  a “mix”. 
A number  of  inferior  samples  were  obtained  from  this  type  of  ice  cream 
and  further  investigations  revealed  that  some  of  these  vans  were  being 
operated  from  unsatisfactory  premises,  furthermore,  it  was  found  that  some 
were  obtaining  their  “mix”  from  wholesalers’  premises  not  involved  in  other 
forms  of  the  ice  cream  business,  and  because  of  this  they  wrere  not  registered. 
Apart  from  anything  else,  tracing  these  vehicles  and  obtaining  samples  is 
tedious  and  frustrating,  and  this  seems  an  anomalous  situation  when  it  is 
considered  that  even  the  small  comer  shop  selling  wrapped  ice  cream  needs 
a registration  certificate.  Further  samples  as  a result  of  the  work  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  have  been  consistently  satisfactory. 

I would  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  those  voluntary  workers 
concerned  in  running  the  meals  on  wheels  service  under  conditions  which 
I know  can  often  be  difficult.  The  area  for  this  service  has  been  extended, 
and  I am  very  grateful  indeed,  not  only  for  the  help  we  have  received  from 
the  Boscombe  Down  Canteen  and  of  the  Army  at  Larkhill,  but  also  for  the 
offer  of  help  from  the  Pains-Wessex  Company. 

The  water  supply  throughout  the  district  is  satisfactory.  So  far  no  part- 
time  suitably  qualified  medical  adviser  has,  I understand,  been  appointed 
to  the  staff  of  the  South  Wilts  Water  Board. 

Refuse  collection  is  a weekly  and  still  kerb-side  collection,  which  I feel 
should  be  replaced  by  the  disposable  sack  collection  from  the  premises  as  soon 
as  financial  climate  permits.  I do  feel  too  that  the  use  of  the  disposable  sack 
should  be  considered  as  a kerb-side  collection  in  respect  of  the  old  and  dis- 
abled who  would  like  to  have  it  provided.  The  cost  would  be  very  little,  as 
the  householder  would  need  to  provide  his  own  sack-holder. 

I am  very  grateful  to  the  members  of  the  Council  for  their  continued  sup- 
port and  for  the  kindness  and  co-operation  of  all  the  officers  of  the  Council 
in  a year  fraught  with  difficulties  and  uncertainty,  in  which  the  shadows 
cast  by  reorganisation  has  been  a major  factor.  The  future  of  Public  Health 
is  very  much  in  the  melting  pot,  and  although  some  changes  are  desirable, 
I feel  that  we  are  in  danger  in  some  respects  of  “throwing  out  the  baby 
with  the  bath  water  . I regret  any  dissociation  in  the  relationship  between 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate,  a view 
I believe  shared  by  many  of  the  rank  and  file,  in  view  of  its  certain  adverse 
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effect  on  environmental  health  in  its  widest  context  at  a time  when  “con- 
servation” is  a topic  very  much  to  the  fore  in  the  minds  of  many  thinking 
people.  The  organisation  of  Public  Health  with  a Medical  Officer  of  Health 
exercising  general  direction  over  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate, 
a pattern  adopted  by  many  progressive  countries,  has  contributed  very  largely 
to  the  position  that,  in  the  light  of  current  knowledge,  we  are  in  this  country 
at  least  aware  of  our  pollution  problems,  both  nationally  and  locally,  and 
have  been  able  to  find  a satisfactory  solution  to  many  of  them,  in  spite  of 
difficulties  posed  either  by  their  complexibility,  or  the  lack  of  necessary 
finance.  Sometimes  the  reasons  why  actions  to  improve  public  health  are  not 
implemented  are  difficult  to  understand.  Fluoridation  is  a case  in  point, 
since  this  well  proven  public  health  measure  would  reduce  the  appalling 
amount  of  dental  caries  by  approximately  50  per  cent  in  the  rising  genera- 
tion at  trivial  cost  relative  to  the  cost  of  dental  disease,  with  complete  safety 
and  I am  very  glad  that  the  Council  has  in  recent  years  consistently  sup- 
ported its  implementation. 

Finally  I should  specifically  like  to  thank  Mr.  Fisher  and  his  staff,  Dr. 
Lishman  for  acting  as  my  Deputy,  Dr.  Wormald  and  his  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  their  continued  help  and  frequent  advice,  and  my 
secretary,  Miss  Boswell,  for  her  help  and  co-operation,  particularly  for  her 
work  in  preparing  this  annual  report. 

/ have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  D.  F.  STEEDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  acres 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ... 

Population,  Registrar-General’s  mid-year  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  flats  and  bungalows 
Number  of  houses,  flats  and  bungalows  owned 

by  the  Council 

Rateable  value  as  at  1st  April,  1969  ... 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estimated)  ... 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population 
Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live  births 
Stillbirths — Legitimate 
Illegitimate 

Totals 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths 
Total  live  and  stillbirths — Legitmiate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Deaths  (of  all  ages) 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 
Infant  deaths  under  one  year — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ... 
Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Neonatal  deaths  (under  four  weeks) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Neonatal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Early  neonatal  deaths  (under  one  week) — Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Totals 


£1, 

63,455 

17 

30,960 

5,400 

1,599 

130,066 

Af. 

F. 

£4,510 

Total 

303 

297 

600 

21 

16 

37 

.... 

. 

— 

324 

313 

637 



— 

2 

5 

20.6 

6.0 

7 

— 

— 

— 

2 

5 

7 

. . — 



— 

305 

302 

11.0 

607 

21 

16 

37 

326 

318 

644 

— 

— 

— 

109 

90 

199 

5 

6 

6.4 

11 

1 

— 

1 

■■  — 

. 

■ ■ 

6 

6 

12 

— — 

■ 

— — 

3 

2 

19.0 

18.0 
27.0 

5 

— 

— 

— 

.. 

-■  — ■ 

3 

2 

5 

- - . 

— . 

■ 

3 

2 

8.0 

5 

— 

— 

— 

- _ . 



— — 

3 

2 

5 

Early  neonatal  mortality  rate 
Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion) 


8.0 

nil 


Infant  deaths 

1965 

1966 

1967 

1968 

1969 

14 

15 

14 

17 

12 

Infant  mortality  rate  ... 

22.0 

25.0 

23.0 

27.0 

19.0 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1969 


B6 

Cause  of  death 

Other  tuberculosis,  including  late  effects 

Male 

1 

Female 

T otal 
1 

Bll 

Meningococcal  infection 

1 

1 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm — stomach 

5 

4 

9 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm — intestine 

3 

7 

10 

B19  (5) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  larynx 

1 

1 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  neoplasm — lung,  bronchus 

3 

3 

B19  (7) 

Malignant  neoplasm — breast 

■ 

3 

3 

B19  (8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

2 

2 

B19  (10) 

Leukaemia 

1 

1 

B19  (11) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

8 

9 

17 

B46  (4) 

Other  diseases  of  nervous  system,  etc. 

1 

1 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

2 

2 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

2 

2 

4 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  ... 

37 

12 

49 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

8 

7 

15 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  ... 

11 

8 

19 

B46  (5) 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

1 

7 

8 

B31 

Influenza 

■ 

1 

1 

B32 

Pneumonia 

9 

6 

15 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

3 

1 

4 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

- 

1 

1 

B38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

2 

5 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

1 

— 

1 

B35 

Appendicitis 

1 

— 

1 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

1 

- . „ 

1 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

- 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  digestive  system 

1 

1 

2 

B46  (10) 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

1 

— 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

— 

4 

4 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc.  ... 

2 

1 

3 

B44 

Other  cases  of  perinatal  mortality 

1 

— 

1 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

3 

4 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

■ ■ — 

4 

4 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes 

— 

1 

1 

Total  all  causes 

• • • 

109 

90 

199 

Comparison  with  England  and  Wales 


per  1,000  population 

per  1,000 
Live  Births 

per  1,000 
T otal  Births 

Live  Births 
( Adjusted) 

Death  Rate 
( Adjusted  ) 

Infant 

Mortality 

Stillbirths 

Amesbury 
Rural  District 

18.7 

11.1 

19.0 

11.0 

England 
and  Wales 

16.3 

11.9 

18.0 

13.0 
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CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR  1969 
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Totals 


IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION  STATISTICS,  1969 

Diphtheria,  Whooping  cough,  Tetanus,  Measles  and  Poliomyelitis 

Immunisation 


Year  of  birth 

1969 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1960 

-64 

1954 

-59 

Others 

under 

16 

Primary 

immunisations 

completed 

during 

1969 

. 

Diph. 

177 

211 

12 

4 

2 

18 

2 

Wh/c. 

177 

208 

8 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Tet. 

177 

211 

12 

4 

2 

20 

4 

8 

M’sles 

32 

95 

62 

25 

65 

3 

— 

Polio. 

167 

229 

15 

3 

8 

58 

6 

— 

! 

Reinforcing 
immunisations 
given  in 
1969 

Diph. 

— 

82 

134 

8 

50 

430 

13 

— 

Wh/c. 

— 

76 

103 

4 

7 

20 

1 

— 

Tet. 

— 82 

| 

134 

8 

50 

445  j 

18! 

28 

Polio. 

— I 74 

1 

109 

8 

52 

373 

10  1 

8 

Smallpox  Vaccination 

Months  Years 


Age  Group 

i 

j °~3 

3-6 

6-9 

1 

9-12  | 

1 

1 

2-4 

5-15 

Vaccinations 

“ 1 

- 1 

! 

l 

1 

149 

121 

30 

Re-vaccinations 

- 

i 

- 

i 

1 

~~  1 

1 

26 
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AMESBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  for  the  Year  1969 


Redworth  House, 

Amesbury, 

Salisbury, 

Wilts. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  twenty-first  annual  report  on  the  work 
carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Department  during  the  year 
1969.  The  report,  which  has  been  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  1/70,  also  makes  reference  to 
public  health  services  operated  in  the  District  by  the  Council,  and  which 
are  under  the  control  of  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 

I should  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  members  of  the  Council,  and 
particularly  to  those  members  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
who  are  mostly  directly  concerned  with  the  work  of  the  Department,  for  the 
very  considerable  support  which  they  have  given  me  during  the  year.  I am 
also  grateful  to  my  colleagues  in  other  departments  for  the  help  and  consider- 
ation they  have  so  willingly  given  at  all  times  on  matters  of  mutual  interest. 

I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Steede  for  his  continued  helpfulness  and  guidance 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  work  of  the  department  and  would  once  again 
express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  the 
conscientious  and  energetic  way  they  have  carried  out  their  work  during  the 
year. 


/ am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I.  L.  FISHER, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  IN  THE  AREA 

Number  and  Nature  of  Visits  or  Inspections  during  1969 

GENERAL  SANITATION 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Water  Supply  5! 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Drainage  of  Property  ...  ...  902 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Keeping  of  Animals  ’ 10 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Pet  Animals  Act  I 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Animal  Boarding 

Establishments  Act  ...  3 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Caravan  Sites  ...  ...  ...  93 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Offices,  Shops  and 

Railway  Premises  Act  ...  66 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Factories  Act  ...  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Diseases  of  Animals 

(Waste  Foods  Order)  1957  ...  17 

Number  of  Visits  under  Noise  Abatement  Act  ...  ...  11 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Inspections  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  4 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Prevention  of  Damage  by 

Pests  Act,  1949  ...  35 

Number  of  Inspections  under  Clean  Air  Act  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Water  Supplies  ...  ...  145 

Number  of  Visits  re  Sampling  of  Sewage  Effluent  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  re  Verminous  Conditions  ...  2 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  1 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  ...  ...  ...  376 

HOUSING 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  32 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  20 

52 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act  (General)  ...  55 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  205 

260 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 

(Improvement  Grants)  ...  29 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  147 

176 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act 

(Overcrowding)  ...  6 

Number  of  Visits  paid  to  above  Houses  (re-inspections)  ...  6 

12 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ...  376 

Number  of  Property  Owners/Agents  and  Builders 

Interviewed  ...  117 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

Visits  in  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  ...  ...  ...  ...  240 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Visits  to  Poultry  Packing  Station  ...  ...  ...  55 

Number  of  Visits  to  Knackers  Yard  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Number  of  Visits  to  Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  Visits  to  Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Number  of  Visits  to  Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies  and  Milk  Distributors  ...  ...  33 

Number  of  Visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Visits  to  Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Number  of  Visits  to  Ice-cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  54 

Number  of  Visits  to  Street  Vendors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Miscellaneous  Food  Visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 


3,287 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


Routine  inspections  were  made  of  factories  for  the  purpose  of  provisions 
as  to  health,  and  showed  that  the  requirements  of  Section  7 of  the  Act  were 
in  the  main  being  complied  with.  Any  contraventions  noted  were  dealt  with 
by  verbal  notice  at  the  time  of  inspection,  and  were  found,  on  re-inspection, 
to  have  been  remedied. 

The  following  list  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  factories  in  the 
district: 


Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Engineering,  including  Garages  ...  ...  ...  24 

Electricity  Generating  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Joinery,  Woodworking  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Test  Flow  Meters  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  Pasteurising  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laundering  and  Dry  Cleaning  ...  ...  ...  2 

Corn  Milling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Manufacture  of  Explosives  ...  ...  ...  2 

Vehicle  Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Aircraft  Testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Instrument  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fibreglass  and  Resin  Moulding  ...  ...  ...  2 

Cine  Film  Camera  Testing  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cinematograph  Film  Manufacture  ...  ...  1 

Oil  Gas  1 

Radio  and  Electric  Equipment  Repairs  ...  ...  4 

Upholstery  and  Furniture  Repairs  ...  ...  1 

Packing  of  Plastic  Products  ...  ...  ...  1 

Poultry  Processing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Knackers  Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 


69 


The  amount  of  outwork  carried  on  in  the  district  is  very  small  and 
inspections  were  made  of  any  premises  in  respect  of  which  notification 
was  received.  In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  any  action. 
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HOUSING 


A steady  programme  of  inspecting  houses  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts  was  carried  out  during  the  year,  and  appro- 
priate action  was  taken  whenever  necessary.  A survey  was  undertaken  during 
the  year  to  determine  the  number  of  properties  which  may  become  the  sub- 
ject of  Slum  Clearance  action  during  the  next  four  years.  The  general 
standard  of  housing  accommodation  in  the  district  remains  satisfactory. 

As  indicated  in  my  report  for  1968,  there  was  a greater  interest  in 
improvement  grants,  this  being  to  a large  extent  due  to  the  larger  amounts 
of  grant  which  may  now  be  made  under  the  Housing  Act,  1969,  and  the 
increased  scope  of  the  type  of  work  which  is  now  eligible  for  grant  aid. 
During  the  year  nine  properties  were  improved  under  the  Discretionary 
Grant  Scheme,  and  grants  amounting  to  £3,419  15s.  Od.  were  paid  in  respect 
of  these  works.  In  addition  grants  totalling  £1,765  13s.  4d.  were  paid  in 
respect  of  a further  eleven  properties  at  which  the  prescribed  standard 
amenities  were  installed. 

The  demand  for  Council  owned  accommodation  showed  no  signs  of 
decreasing  and  the  allocation  of  tenancies  was  largely  confined  to  houses 
becoming  available  from  casual  vacancies.  The  position  is,  I feel,  unlikely  to 
improve  until  more  major  new  building  programmes  are  carried  out.  During 
the  year  only  thirteen  new  dwellings  were  completed,  three  being  bungalows 
at  Bulford  and  ten  houses  erected  on  the  former  Peacocks  Nurseries  Site  at 
Durrington.  The  four  bungalows  to  complete  the  development  at  this  latter 
site  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  were  the  four  houses 
and  two  bungalows  at  Winterbourne  Stoke. 

The  number  of  dwellings  allocated  to  the  Council  as  their  building  pro- 
gramme for  1969  was  22,  but  following  representations  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  this  was  increased  to  38  as  follows: 

Durrington  (infilling  sites)  10  Houses  10  Bungalows 

Figheldean  8 Bungalows 

Winterbourne  Gunner  6 Bungalows 

Woodford  4 Bungalows 

As  a result  of  further  representations  being  made  to  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  as  to  the  need  for  a greater  building  pro- 
gramme a meeting  was  held  between  Officers  of  the  Ministry  and  the 
Council  following  which  the  Council  was  given  authority  to  proceed  with 
further  development  comprising  11  bungalows  and  approximately  40  other 
dwellings  on  land  at  Bulford. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquisition  of  land  to  the  East  of  Holders  Road, 
Amesbury,  were  continued  but  during  the  year  it  became  known  that  land 
at  Solstice  Farm,  Amesbury,  was  likely  to  become  available  and  as  this 
was  considered  to  be  more  suitable  to  the  Council,  negotiations  were  com- 
menced with  a view  to  the  purchase  of  this  land. 
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In  their  search  for  further  land,  existing  housing  sites  at  Amesbury, 
Newton  Tony  and  at  the  rear  of  Thomeydown  Road,  Winterbourne  Gunner, 
were  investigated.  These  investigations  showed  that  sites  for  14  bungalows 
were  available  in  the  Parsonage  Road,  Highfield  Road  and  Lynchetts  Road 
area  of  Amesbury.  It  is  proposed  that  these  be  allocated  to  existing  elderly 
tenants  residing  in  that  area,  so  releasing  their  houses  for  family  occupation. 

Land  suitable  for  development  is  also  being  sought  in  Shrewton. 

The  Council  is  fully  appreciative  of  the  need  for  providing  accommoda- 
tion for  elderly  people  and  as  a result  a greater  numbeit  of  bungalows  are 
to  be  included  in  future  building  programmes.  They  have  also  resolved  to 
erect  a Grouped  Dwelling  Scheme  in  Amesbury,  and  investigations  to  acquire 
a suitable  site  were  made  during  the  year. 

They  have  also  resolved  to  include  a number  of  industrialised  buildings 
in  their  future  house  building  programme. 

There  was  a slight  slackening  in  private  enterprise  building  in  the  dis- 
trict during  the  year  when  104  dwellings  were  completed.  A further  83 
dwellings  were  under  construction  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  action  taken  during  the  year  in  the  depart- 
ment under  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  32 

(ii)  Inspection  of  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  84 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as 

to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

(v)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  information 

action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Action  Under  Statutory  Powers 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  12,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  Nil 

C.  Proceedings  under  section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  8 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition  Orders  *25 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  ...  f 2 

(iv)  Number  of  Undertakings  completed  ...  ...  ...  Nil 
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D.  Proceedings  under  sections  42,  43,  46  and  48  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  upon  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a result  of  Demolition  Orders 
(in)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Area  which  have  been  retained 

as  temporary  accommodation 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


E*  H^m^n^HAct011!^  1 SeCt*°n  17>  18  and  27>  Housing  Act,  1957,  and  section  26, 


(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 


Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  made 
Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  a result  of  Closing  Orders  or 
Undertakings  by  owners 

Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders  were  cancelled  in 
consequence  of  premises  being  made  fit 


1 

3 

Nil 


F.  Proceedings  under  section  76,  Housing  Act,  1957 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  during  year  ...  1 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during  year  ...  Nil 

Includes  12  houses  demolished  by  the  .Ministry  of  Defence  (Army)  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Council,  and  2 houses  which  were  demolished  by  Owners  in 
anticipation  of  Demolition  Orders. 

f Undertakings  not  carried  out,  resulting  in  the  making  of  Demolition  Orders 
which  are  included  in  C(i). 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council’s  Rodent  Service  has  again  functioned  satisfactorily  during 
the  year.  Priority  is  given  to  dealing  with  complaints  received  from  occu- 
piers of  infested  property  and  all  the  remaining  time  of  the  Rodent  Operator 
is  devoted  to  routine  survey  work. 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Rodent  Operator/ 
Inspector  during  the  year: 


Properties  other  than  Sewers 

Type  of 
Non- 

Agricultural 

Property 

Agricultural 

1.  Number  of  properties  in  district  ... 

5270 

130 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (including 

nearby  premises)  inspected  following 

notification 

119 

2 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

118 

1 

(ii)  Mice 

1 

1 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons  other 

than  notification 

1163 

56 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

45 

23 

(ii)  Mice 

— — 

— • 

The  sewers  in  the  district  area  were  test-baited  and  no  evidence  of  infes- 
tation was  indicated. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 


,v  J he ™ater  ^PP1^  t0  the  dlstnct,  which  is  mainly  controlled  by  the  South 
Wilts  Water  Board,  has  operated  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year  The 
policy  of  taking  regular  samples  of  water  from  the  Board’s  supply  has  been 
continued  and  during  the  year  74  samples  were  taken  of  water  abstracted 
trom  the  boreholes  at  Newton  Tony  and  Shrewton  and  submitted  for  bac- 
teriological examination.  Copies  of  the  reports  on  these  samples  are 
lorwarded  to  the  Engineer  of  the  Water  Board,  with  whom  contact  is  made 
should  any  unsatisfactory  report  be  received. 


One  sample  of  each  of  these  sources  of  supply  was  submitted  for  chemical 
examination  and  a copy  of  each  report  is  given  below.* 


Newton  Tony 

Physical  Characters 
Chemical  ...  ... 

Reaction  

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “albuminoid”)  ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three  hours  at  37  °C 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen) 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary  ...  ...  ... 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrates  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no 

Parts  per 
Alkaline 


Shrewton 

Physical  Characters 
Chemical 
Reaction 

Saline  and  free  Ammonia 
Organic  (or  “ albuminoid  ”)  ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  in  three  hours  at  37  °C. 
Chlorides 

Nitrates  (nitric  nitrogen)  ... 

Total  Hardness 

(a)  Temporary 

(b)  Permanent 

Metals 

Nitrates  (nitrous  nitrogen) 

Fluoride 

Opinion : Satisfactory 


Crystal  clear,  colourless : no 

Parts  per 
Alkaline 


deposit 
million 
pH  7.4 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 
20 
4.35 
227 
136 
91 
Nil 
Nil 
0.08 


deposit 
million 
pH  7.6 
Nil 
0.01 
0.2 

18.5 
3.4 
232 
160 

71.5 
Nil 
Nil 

0.03 


Other  Supplies 

The  undermentioned  parishes  obtain  a supply  of  water  from  under- 
takings not  owned  by  the  Council: 


Cholderton  (Cholderton  Water  Board). 

Tilshead  and  Figheldean  (supplies  taken  in  bulk  from  the  Ministry 
of  Defence  (Army)). 
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Samples  of  water  taken  regularly  from  each  of  the  above  supplies  have 
been  found  to  be  of  satisfactory  bacteriological  quality. 

Samples  of  water  taken  during  the  year  from  two  private  water  supplies 
were  found  not  to  be  up  to  the  standard  normally  required.  The  owners 
were  contacted  and  following  the  installation  of  chlorination  plants  subse- 
quent samples  revealed  the  water  to  be  of  satisfactory  quality. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  estimated  number  of  dwelling 
houses  and  caravans  and  the  estimated  population  in  each  parish  supplied 
from  public  water  mains.  This  table  does  not  take  into  account  Service  per- 
sonnel and  their  families  and  premises  occupied  by  them,  nor  does  it  include 
properties  obtaining  piped  water  from  private  supplies. 


There  are  no  public  standpipes  in  the  district. 


Parish 

Estimated 

Total 

Population 

Estimated  number 
of  Dwelling  Houses 
and  Caravans 
connected  direct 
to  Public  Piped 
Water  Supplies 

Estimated  popu- 
lation supplied 
from  Public  Water 
Mains  direct  to 
Houses  and 
Caravans 

Allington 

500 

140 

465 

Amesbury 

4,760 

1,220 

4,720 

Bulford 

2,260 

625 

2,264 

Cholderton 

220 

67 

207* 

Durnford 

440 

83 

365 

Durrington 

3,470 

915 

3,450 

Figheldean 

860 

243 

830 

Idmiston 

2,450 

615 

2,270 

Milston 

160 

82 

160* 

Newton  Tony 

420 

98 

370 

Orcheston 

320 

99 

320 

Shrewton 

1,800 

470 

1,720 

Tilshead 

400 

100 

400 

W ilsf  ord-cum-Lake 

150 

9 

24 

Winterbourne 

2,130 

555 

1,555 

Winterbourne  Stoke 

220 

54 

220 

Woodford 

460 

122 

310 

Total 

21,020 

5,503 

19,650 

♦Includes  population  supplied  from  mains  owned  by  Cholderton  Water  Company 
or  by  Government  Departments. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


The  works  of  constructing  Stage  I of  the  Bourne  Valley  Sewerage  Scheme 
continued  during  the  year  and  following  the  completion  of  the  sewerage 
disposal  works  at  Hurdcott  it  became  possible  from  the  28th  July,  1969,  for 
properties  in  the  Parishes  of  Winterbourne  and  the  East  Gomeldon  and 
Porton  areas  of  Idmiston  to  connect  to  the  sewers.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
400  properties  had  been  connected  to  the  public  sewers. 

The  proposals  for  Stage  II  of  this  scheme,  which  will  serve  the  Parishes 
of  Allington  and  Newton  Tony,  were  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consulting 
Engineers  and  were  ready  for  submission  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Although  further  negotiations  took  place  between  the  Council  and  the 
Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
posed sewerage  scheme  for  the  Parish  of  Tilshead,  the  Ministry’s  approval 
was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply 

The  circumstances  of  the  milk  supply  afforded  to  the  district  have  re- 
mained unchanged  throughout  the  year.  Whilst  most  of  the  parishes  obtain 
a supply  of  pasteurised  milk  either  from  establishments  at  Amesbury  or  Salis- 
bury, there  is  still  a demand  in  three  or  four  parishes  for  milk  retailed  under 
the  special  designation  “Untreated”. 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  taken  regularly  from  all  the  registered  distri- 
butors in  the  district,  including  producer/retailers.  A total  of  122  samples 
of  milk  were  submitted  for  statutory  tests  during  the  year.  19  samples 
submitted  for  biological  examination  were  also  tested  for  Brucell  and  these 
proved  negative. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for  each 
examination,  together  with  the  results: 


Untreated.  Milk 

Biological  Examination 

Heat  Treated  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Pass 

Fail 

No.  of 
Samples 
T aken 

Pass 

Fail 

No.  of 
Samples 
Taken 

Pass 

Fail 

59 

55 

4 

19 

19 

Bottles 

46 

Cartons 

17 

46 

16 

I 

When  unsatisfactory  reports  were  received  in  respect  of  samples  of  raw 
milk,  the  producers  were  interviewed  and  advised  on  methods  to  ensure 
cleanliness  in  production,  and  repeat  samples  proved  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  the  system  of  testing  milk  bottle  washings  was  altered. 
Previously  tests  had  been  carried  out  on  individual  bottles,  but  the  present 
practice  is  to  submit  one  set  comprising  three  bottles  and  in  the  event  of 
one  bottle  proving  unsatisfactory  that  set  is  deemed  to  have  failed.  Sixteen 
sets  of  bottles  were  submitted  for  testing  during  the  year  and  of  these, 
twelve  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  four  unsatisfactory.  Following  the 
receipt  of  an  unsatisfactory  report,  further  visits  were  made  to  ascertain 
the  cause  and  to  re-sample.  Samples  of  the  private  water  supply  at  this 
establishment  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination  showed  that  this 
water  was  of  variable  quality  and  could  have  been  responsible  during  the 
rinsing  process  for  the  failure  of  the  tests.  Following  negotiations  with  the 
proprietors,  they  installed  a chlorination  plant  and  all  subsequent  samples 
have  proved  satisfactory. 

There  is  only  one  Registered  Dairy  in  the  district.  The  number  of  Regis- 
tered Milk  Distributors  and  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  milk  under  special 
designations  is  as  follows: 

Registered  Milk  Distributors  in  District  ...  ...  23 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  (pre-packed)  ...  21 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Untreated  Milk  4 

Dealers  Licensed  to  sell  Ultra  Heat  Treated  Milk  !!.  4 
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Slaughterhouses,  etc. 

There  are  no  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  all  fresh  meat  being  obtained 
from  the  abattoir  in  the  City  of  Salisbury. 

There  is  one  small  factory  in  the  district  where  poultry  is  slaughtered 
mainly  for  delivery  to  the  London  market.  It  is  a modem  building,  fully 
equipped  with  up-to-date  machinery.  Poultry  is  collected  from  the  breeding 
farms  each  day,  and  is  electrically  stunned  before  being  slaughtered,  de- 
feathered  and  placed  on  the  line  system  for  finishing  before  being  cooled.  A 
spotter  system  of  inspection  is  employed  and  any  carcases  showing  signs 
of  disease  or  abnormality  are  retained  for  inspection  by  a member  of  the 
department.  Adequate  facilities  exist  for  the  cleaning  of  crates  before  they 
are  used  for  new  collections.  These  premises  will  be  subject  to  registration 
when  die  provision  of  the  Slaughtering  of  Poultry  Act,  1967,  comes  into 
operation  on  the  1st  January,  1971.  During  the  year  the  throughput  of  this 
factory  was  577,753  Hens  and  12,253  Cockerels.  Of  this  number  2.0  per 
cent,  weighing  11  tons  1 cwt.  17  lbs.,  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

There  is  one  knackers  yard  in  the  district,  which  is  also  licensed  for  the 
slaughter  of  horses,  and  regular  inspections  made  of  this  premises  have  not 
revealed  any  matters  in  respect  of  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  any 
action.  During  the  year  the  owners  installed  the  necessary  plant  to  enable 
them  to  comply  with  the  Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969. 

Food  Premises 

The  general  standard  of  premises  in  the  district  at  which  food  is  handled, 
stored  or  prepared  has  been  maintained  at  a satisfactory  level.  Many  of  the 
premises  in  the  larger  Parishes,  now  operate  on  the  self-service  principle. 

Particular  attention  has  been  paid  to  licensed  premises  engaged  in  food 
handling  and  in  one  case  action  was  taken  to  secure  the  provision  of  a new 
food  preparation  room  with  all  necessary  facilities  to  comply  with  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations. 
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Inspections  have  been  made  of  food  vehicles  plying  within  the  district 
and  the  condition  under  which  these  vehicles  are  operated  and  maintained 
have  been  found  to  be  generally  satisfactory. 


No.  and  Type  of 
Premises 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  16 

No.  of  Premises 
to  which 
Regulation  19 
applies 

No.  of  Premises 
fitted  to  comply 
with 

Regulation  19 

Hotels  and  Licensed 
Premises  ...  39 

39 

39 

39 

Grocers 

49 

49 

49 

49 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Cafes  and 
Restaurants  ... 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Confectioners  ... 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Fish  Fryers  ... 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Fishmongers  . . . 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Greengrocers  . . . 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Total 

140 

140 

140 

140 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Only  one  complaint  regarding  the  condition  in  which  food  had  been  sold 
was  received  during  the  year.  This  was  of  a minor  nature  and,  at  the 
complainant’s  request,  was  dealt  with  informally. 

The  legal  proceedings  instituted  by  the  Council  in  1968  for  an  offence 
committed  under  section  2 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  were  heard  during 
the  early  part  of  the  year.  The  manufacturers  pleading  guilty  and  were  fined 
£20  Os.  Od. 

No  ice-cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district  and  routine  inspection  of 
the  premises  registered  for  the  storage  and/or  sale  of  ice-cream  have  shown 
that  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations  are  being  complied  with. 

During  the  year  a total  of  12  samples  of  soft  ice-cream  taken  from  mobile 
ice-cream  vans  were  submitted  for  examination  and  were  placed  in  the 
following  grades: 

Grade  1 Grade  2 Grade  3 Grade  4 
2 7 2 1 

The  number  and  types  of  food  premises  registered  under  section  16  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  are  as  follows: 

Storage  and/or  Sale  of  Ice-Cream  ...  91 

Sausage  Making  4 
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Meat  and  Other  Food  Condemned  during  1969 

i he  quantity  of  meat  and  other  foods  condemned  during  1969  as  being 
unfit  for  human  consumption  is  given  below: 


Beef 

68  lbs. 

Fish  Portions 

6 pkts. 

Ham 

59f  lbs. 

Smoked  Haddock 

4 pkts. 

Haricot  Beans 

63  lbs. 

Fish  Cakes 

5 pkts. 

Flour 

7 lbs. 

Kipper  Fillets 

8 pkts. 

Cereals 

3 lbs. 

Haddock  Fillets 

25  pkts. 

Split  Peas 

2 lbs. 

Cod  Fillets 

36  pkts. 

Sausages 

5*  lbs. 

Lemon  Sole 

6 pkts. 

Pork  Chops 

6 lbs. 

Plaice  Fillets 

27  pkts. 

Lamb  Chops 

3 f lbs. 

Scampi 

1 pkt. 

Frying  Steaks 
Pigs’  Liver 

5f  lbs. 

Pet  Fish 

14  pkts. 

2 lbs. 

Peas 

87  pkts. 

Joints  Beef 

6*  lbs. 

Cauliflour 

3 pkts. 

Joints  Pork 

3f  lbs. 

Sprouts 

1 1 pkts. 

Joints  Lamb 

6f  lbs. 

Spinach 

2 pkts. 

Stewing  Steaks 

5f  lbs. 

Potato  Croquet 

3 pkts. 

Minced  Beef 

10  pkts. 

Chips 

1 1 pkts. 

Faggots 

11  pkts. 

Mixed  Veg. 

4 pkts. 

Beef  Bergers 

15  pkts. 

Broad  Beans 

3 pkts. 

Braised  Beef 

17  pkts. 

Biscuits 

7 pkts. 

Stewing  Steak 

4 pkts. 

Pastry 

17  pkts. 

Chicken  Portions 

15  pkts. 

Vol  au  Vent 

6 pkts. 

Gammon  Steaks 

8 pkts. 

Dairy  Trifles 

1 pkt. 

Sliced  Lamb 

3 pkts. 

Dried  Fruit 

f lb. 

Shepherds  Pie 

7 pkts. 

Butter 

\ lb. 

Chops 

7 pkts. 

Coffee 

i lb. 

Chicken  Pies 

6 pkts. 

Biscuits 

fib. 

Sausage  Rolls 

4 pkts. 

Coconut 

fib. 

Dog  Food 

7 pkts. 

Brown  Sugar 

fib. 

Chicken 

10  No. 

Peanuts 

f lb. 

Tomatoes 

8 tins 

Peanut  Butter 

2 jars 

Beans 

2 tins 

Cheese 

1 pkt. 

Sliced  Beans 

24  tins 

Ravioli 

1 tin 

Fruit 

16  tins 

Herrings 

2 tins 

Milk 

4 tins 

Luncheon  Meat 

1 tin 

Soup 

3 tins 

Chicken  & Ham  Roll 

1 tin 

Carrots 

1 tin 

Corned  Beef 

3 tins 

Sponge  Pudding 

1 tin 

Steak  & Kidney 

2 tins 

Cream 

1 tin 

Salmon 

3 tins 

Orange  Juice 
Fish  Fingers 

2 tins 
24  pkts. 

Sardines 

3 tins 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1957 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  during  the  year  of  the  nine  premises 
licensed  by  the  Council  for  the  boiling  of  waste  food  and  in  no  case  was  any 
action  found  to  be  necessary. 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 — Registration 

During  the  year  15  new  registrations  were  made.  Of  these  6 were  changes 
of  ownership  and  the  remaining  9 were  premises  to  which  the  Act  has  not 
previously  applied. 
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Inspections.  The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  were  split  between 
newly  registered  premises  and  re-inspection  of  existing  registered  premises. 
It  has  been  found  that  thermometers  and  abstracts  tend  to  have  disappeared 
when  re-inspections  are  made  a few  years  after  initial  registration  and  when 
asked  to  replace  these  items  some  employers  have  experienced  difficulty  in 
obtaining  Form  OSR  9. 

Lighting  standards  in  some  premises  were  found  to  be  poor  especially  in 
relation  to  passages  and  stairs  and  in  the  absence  of  any  specific  regulation 
it  is  difficult  to  get  employers  to  appreciate  the  need  for  adequate  lighting. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN 
RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1969  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF 
AMESBURY  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  WILTSHIRE 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1961 


PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1 —Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors). 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Auth- 
orities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

68 

19 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

1 

9 

Total 

69 

28 

— 

— 
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2 — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found: 


Particulars 


(1) 


Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Unreasonable 

temperature  (S.3) 

Inadequate  ventilation 

(S.4) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

Total 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

(Sections  133  and  134) 
NIL  RETURN 
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Springfords  & Rose  Ltd.,  Printers,  3 High  Street  and  35  Eastleigh  Road,  Devixes 


